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GEUTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
PYFICE OF NATICHUAL ESTATES 


i 3 May 1967 . 


MEMORANDUM FOR CHE DIRECTOR 
BUBJEGT: Soviet and Chicom Milttary Actions 
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2. Wheat militery actions could the Bovietsa or the Cnicons 
take agaiant us in the Vietnamese wart In Vietnam, one might | . 
expect actions againas those <leninte of US wtlitary pouer with 
which the North Vietnamese/victcong exe Jess prepared or unadie 
to cope and which are causing them the most trouble. Actions’ 
elsewhere would ba in the nature of diversions intended to 


aneroagsa. the manpower and material needs of US forces. ‘ : 


2. Ab the Presont level of coabat, the Communiste Sa - 
North Vietnam are partioWarnly concermed to find ways to counter ~*~ 
our carrlor based aireraft, Jand based aircragt, evat ‘bonibardmeat, 
and our inshore anbi-shipping patrols and mining. , 
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3.- In South Vietnan and Leos, the Conaunists are hurt 
nost dy our ground mobility and fire pover, 2lrborne mobility 
and fixe power, and our practically unrestricted use of sea 


and air routes for logistic purposes. 


ue For the future, the Communists may be apprehensive 
thet the US will widen the List of targets tuben under attack 
an North Vietnam, take steps (mining ox blockade) to cub ore - 














access to North Vietnam by seean and coastal shipping, gub- 


stentielly incresse its forces in South Vietnam, or invada 
Horth Vietnan. ° 


tI. THE SOVIET UNION | ” 


Sa Tae USHR fe separated fram Southeast Acta ey grent 
@intonces and the Jana, sea, and air routes thence are not . 
subject to dts control, Its military actions would, therefore, 
ke restricted to proviston of spectalised manpower and motertes 
foe apectfic tacke. Whether er not the Soviets would uwiderteke 
a specific action would depend upon thetyr estimate ef the risks 
of becoming Involved directly in war with the US. It da unlikely 
that the Sovieta would go to var with the Us ovex Viotnanys 
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& Soviet actions involving lesser degrees Of risk could 
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To Provide and@ man 8AM unite end enheseeytecn: 
To provide: and man cossatel defense guns ond 
exvvise ntesiles: 

To provide and man patrol craft and guided 
missile patrol craft Tor inshore wuse. 

To provide navel mines end technicians with : 
suceping gerr ‘ror use in constal waters. . 

Te provide andi man FROGS, cruise missiles, or 
MRBMo, with HE waxheads, for harassment of ~ - 
aivfields, bases and other inatealiations in .. 
South Vietnam and dhadiant. 

Bo get the North Koreans to heighten tensions 
“attong the Korean Dewllitarized Zone in order to 
prevent Surther transfer of forces from South 


Koren ue . é , 


7. @oviet actions fhvolving greater dearcen of xiak  ~ 


a could bes 


Secaremem names sw 
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Yo estabitoh a naval task force in the South 
Ching Sea including mine laying, torpecto attack, 


wnd oruina nissile subsarines to harasa qur neval, 


forces ond increase our ship requirenents. 
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vb. To mine covertiy ow Sfleat operating areas in . ' 


Gulf of Tonkin ar ‘the sea approaches te Bouth 


Vietnam using evonertnes. 


‘ «7%, CONBEINKST CHINA ae < ’ 

: 8. In contrast to the Soviel Union, Communist China ig 6” 
adjacent to Southeast Asie and not Zar distant from such Snportent 
_ : Va support wrens as Okinawa, Taiwan, and the Pnilippines, China 

dis capable of bringing significant grouné and air forces to iene. 

4n Vietnas, Zaoa, and Thadland. tke the USSR, Chinats sections. 
would be Influenced by ites eatipate or the risks of war with 

the US. hea current estinate is that .china would intervene tin 
Vietnen it North Vietnam were inveded or ad the Gonmuni.st regina 
there scemed svout to coblepse, me: . 


De Tae Colcoms have ‘eavhady teaten military action sgainat 
us in the Vietnamese war, Chinese AAA units in North Vietnam c 
participate in the datense of the norther:a Lines of comnund cation. —# 
Chinese interceptors from Chinede bases have eccanionally attacked 


our advozveft in the border arcane ‘Chidgese nirMelds heve sheltexved 
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10, Other Chinese actions involving lesser degrees of 

risk cold ber 
a. To provide adaitsonal SAA unites 
vs To extend the area tn which approaching Us 

eircraft are attacked, se inated posing a 
. F threat to China. . 
: ec. To provide and man Interceptors to operate fron af ; ; 
North Vietnamese eirfielas. 


a, fo reinforce the South’ Ben. Fleet ‘ena participate. 
in defense of North Vietnamese inshore waters 
with motor torpedo boats and guided miseila 
patrol cramee 4 aa 
ee Yo conduct mining and mine oeeptng operabicna in 
North Vietnanses coastal waters. . .. oe 
v. Yo provide and man artillery units to support 
Horth Vietnanos¢ Amy operations in, northem 
South Vietnam, . ' i 
Ge To Anoressc naval activity in Taiwen Btrait and - 
threaten the offshore isiands by actual troop 
7” ; concentration or deception measures, in order 
to increase US snip and manpower emit ranests : , 


ean the Yor East, oo . ' 
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42. Chicom ections dnvolving a greater degree of risk 
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1a. If, for whatever reason, the Chicons decldaed to ‘enbes 


To pexmit use of Chinese airfielaa for operations 
by the North Vietnamese Air Force. ; ie jes 
To aefena North Victraness ota gpece with the 
Chicon Ae Force from Chines beacs. so } 
To operate the south Bea Fleet, with mubaariness 
in such a way oe ta harvesa our reaval forces in : 
the Guif o7 Tonkin and-incresse our ahi RAGA RAS 
mentee 

Ma conduct covert subwarine mining operations in 
the Gul¢ of Tonkin and on the approaches to south 
Vietnamese Baveee ‘ 


Yo create a threat to our naval forces by ying 


* Chicos Navel Air Force jet iight boubers into 


the Gulf of Tonkin ena the South China Bea, - 

To extend en operations in Taos Aanto the 
Plaine des Jarver, eatabliah * bane, and thresten 
Iuang Prabang, Vientiane and US bases in northeast 
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the war, they oowld take ections which would greatly increase ve 
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‘Thailand in order to place another military burden : 
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force requirenents in Asie, Such actions coutd include; 
a. ° Movement inte Southeast Asin on s broad front 


with substantial forces, over ranning Laon, and 


1s ; threatening Thailand and Bouth VEetnan. ae ’ 
: b, An attack on Quemoy and other Cainat offsiore —- 
: “‘Aelands.. - ; | 
c. Uttiization of Jet Light bombers with fightor 
: : support againat our naval. forcea in: tha Gulf of 
. " Woniedn ond the Taiwan Strett. | : 
: a. Tha use of guided miassile petrol craft end 2 
. : ; submarines sgainat bur navel forces an the | 
GAL of Tonkin aad the Telwon Straits, : 
13, Tae Aduta of sctiond are not exhaustive, but represent ' 
“ the sorts of things that showld be thought about. Gone of the ; 
capabhlities have yot to ba provea =— Chinese subuarine cpera+ ; 
{ tions, Sor cuemple. But evan the appearance of an intent te 
: exercise @ capability may be sufficient to oreste a diversion c 
7 requiving the deployment of more men and matertel from the US. ; ; ‘ 
: LGhakColrr. . seed. & 
, RICHARD COLLING 7 
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